Taichung Christian Assembly
TABERNACLE STUDIES

11th August, 2012

13.30-15.15 
Study 1  
The Tabernacle & Ministries in the Outer Court

15.30-17.15
Study 2  
Ministries in the Holy Place.

17.30-19.15
Dinner Break

19.30-21.30 
Study 3  
Ministries in the Holy of Holies.

12 August, 2012


10.00-10.30
The Lord’s Supper

10.40-11-40  
The Lord of the Harvest – A Mission Challenge.


13.30-15.15 
Study 1  
The Tabernacle and Ministries in the Outer Court
I.   
The Concept, Construction and Court Hangings of the Tabernacle.

II. 
The External Structure of the Tabernacle.

III. 
The Furniture in the Outer Court.

I.   The Concept, Construction and Court Hangings of the Tabernacle.

A. 
The Concept of the Tabernacle.
Introduction:  

(1) 
A temporary dwelling (a big tent)   --   
Webster

(2)

God's sanctuary/dwelling place.

Exo. 25:8a
(3) 
Reasons for Studying Christ, the Church and Christian Living in the Tabernacle:

1. 
Its Importance as a Type 
– 
Heb. 9:24

It is a Picture Primer for the N.T. student. 

a.
As a Type of Christ 
–  Jn. 1:14

b.
As a Type of the Church 
– I Cor. 3:16, 17, NIV

c.
As a Type of the Christian 
– I Cor. 6:19, NIV cf. II Cor. 5:1


It is a Primer on the Christian’s Salvation, Sanctification and Service.

2. 
Its Instructions for the Construction, etc., of the Tabernacle are Principles for Christian Living.

a. 
Contained in 50 chapters in all:  
- Exo. 13; Lev. 18; Num. 13; Deut. 2; Heb. 4
b.
The Contents in Exodus: 

13 Chapters
i.
Instructions



Chs. 25 - 27 


(Priesthood and Worship) 

Chs. 28 - 31 

ii.
Construction of the Tabernacle.
Chs. 35 - 39

iii. Erection of the Tabernacle.

Ch. 40
B.  The Construction of The Tabernacle. 

1. 
God's Purpose in the Tabernacle – to Dwell Among His people, Israel.
Exo. 25:8

Let them make Me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them.


a.
To be their God manifesting His Glory. 
Exo. 40:34, 35

b.
To be their Guide via the cloud by day and pillar of fire by night.
Exo. 40:36-38

2.  God's Plan in the Tabernacle.

a. To Demonstrate Divine Attributes
- cf. the Materials and Measurements used.

b. To Teach the Proper Approach (to Him).
- cf. the Manner things were to be done.

c. To Depict Christ in Action.
- cf. the Make-up of the ceremonies.

Chart 1  
The Way Of the CROSS
Holy of Holies – The Mercy Seat and the Ark of the Covenant.

The Holy Place – The Golden Altar of Incense, The Golden Lampstand and the Table of Shewbread.

The Outer Court – The Brazen Altar and The Brazen Laver,

The Composition of the Tabernacle?  
      


Its Compartments - As they relate to the Christian – 

(1) THE OUTER COURT: His Salvation and Sanctification

(a) The Altar: Cleansing by Blood. 
Heb. 9:18-22, 11-14

(b) The Laver: Cleansing by Water
Heb. 9:13 
(2) THE HOLY PLACE:  His Service 

(a) Lampstand - His Relationship as God’s Witness in the World.
Mt. 5:16
(b) Table of Shewbread - His Fellowship with God and others.
I Cor. 10:16, 17
(c) Altar of Incense - His Worship and Communion with God.
I Pet. 2:9
 (3)  THE HOLIEST - His Secured Access into God’s Presence.  
Heb. 10:19, 20
C. 
The Court Hangings of the Outer Court.  See Chart 2

1.
The Measurements: 100 cubits long, 50 cubits wide, 5 cubits high.
27:18; 38:11-13

2.
The Materials:
    60 pillars in 60 brass (bronze) sockets. 
27:9-15; 38:9-15 
-  Hooks, fillets (bands) and chapiters (capitals) of silver and sockets of brass. 38:17
                  -  Pillars secured by cords to brass pins.

38:20
       
-  Hangings of fine-twined linen.

38:16

3.
The Main Entrance (the Gate) 


27:16, 17; 38:18-20
Fine-twined linen embroidered with blue, purple and scarlet 
supported by 4 pillars in brass sockets. 


a.
Function of the Outer Court Hangings
i. 
It Prohibits Outsiders.



Cp. Jn. 10:1
ii. 
It Protects Insiders.



Cp. Jn. 10:3-5
iii 
It Proscribes a Division - inside and outside.
Cp. Jn. 10:4, 5
iv. 
It Provides an Entrance.


Cp. Jn. 10:1, 2, 9

b. The "Proclamation" of the Outer Court. 



27:9-15; 38:9-17
i. 
The White Linen.

The Righteousness of Christ.
Cf. Rev. 19:8
ii. 
The Silver Chapiters, etc.
The Redemption of Christ.
Cp. I Pet. 1:18, 19
iii.
Pillars of Shittim (26:37) (Acacia) wood. 






The Race of Humanity taken on by Christ. Cp. Phil. 2:7, 8

iv.
The Bronze Sockets, Pins, etc.
The Retribution on Christ.
Cp. Num. 21:8, 9; Jn. 3:14

c.
The Provision of the Outer Gate.

i.
It was the Only Gate.


Cp. Acts 4:12; I Tim. 2:5, 6

ii. 
It was an "Open" Gate. 

Cp. Jn. 10:9     
· It opened into the Outer Court.
go in
· It opened to the Outside of the Tent.  go out
· Wider than Door (20c ct. 10c)
Salvation  (Jn. 3:16 cf. 6:37)

· Lower than Door (5c ct. 10c)
Service.

· Equal in area with the Door (20 x 5 ct. 10 x 10c)
Saved to Serve. 

iii.
It was "One" Gate -- Christ's Attributes.
Though "separated" by 4 pillars and using 4 colours, it is integrated into one complete whole:

iv. 
It was an "Oriental" Gate. The Gate faces the East.  Ct. Gen 3:24
II. The External Structure of the Outer Court.
A. The Construction of the Outer Court.


Measurements, Materials and Main Entrance.
     

60 pillars in 60 brass (bronze) sockets.  

27:9-15; 38:9-15  

Hooks, fillets (bands) and chapiters (capitals) of silver and sockets of brass. 
38:17  

 Pillars secured by cords to brass pins.

38:20  
      

Hangings of fine-twined linen.


38:16

B. 
The Contents in the Outer Court

1.
The Brazen Altar. 
Exo.  27:1-8
- Christ, the Altar. 
Heb. 13:10

a. 
The Position of the Altar - before the door. 


Exo. 40:6, 7, 29
i. After the Gate of the Court.
Acceptance of Christ's Person and Propitiation.  I Jn. 2:1, 2

ii. Before the Laver.
Cleansing by the Blood of Jesus and by the Word.  Rev. 1:5;  Psa. 119:9

iii. Before the Tent.
Sacrifice before Service or Saved to Serve
b.
The Particulars about the Altar.

i. The Sacrifice - Christ the Perfect Sacrifice.
Jn. 1:29; Heb. 10:12

· The Dreadful Pronouncement.
Heb. 9:22

· The Divine Provision.
Gen. 22:8;  Jn. 1:29

· Shittim Wood overlaid with brass -- cf. the Brazen Serpent, Exo. 27:1; Num. 21:8,9; Jn.3:14;

ii. The Shape - four-Square – 5c x 5c x 3c (Exo. 27: 1) no difference; no prejudice; universality.

· All under sin - 
Rom. 3:9-12

· All have sinned - 
Rom. 3:23

· God's offer of salvation to all is just - 
Rom. 3:21, 22

· Only Faith in Christ can save -  
Rom. 3:24-30

iii. The net in the midst of the altar.
Exo. 27:5
     
A Meeting of Mercy, Justice and Judgement.

· On the Cross, Judgment was Meted out.
i.e. 1 1/2 cubits high.

· Same height as the Mercy Seat (Exo. 25:10)   - Justice  was Met cf. Psa. 101:1 

Seat where blood is sprinkled (Lev.16:14)

· Now God's Mercy could Meet Man.   Psa. 85:10 where God meets Man.  (Ex. 25:22)

2. 
The Brazen Laver
Directions    
-- Exo. 30:18-21 


Construction  
-- Exo. 38:8  


Completion 
-- Exo. 39:39




Erection       
-- Exo. 40:7, 11 


Utilization   
-- Exo. 40:30-32




a.
The Purpose of the Laver.

Cp. The Christian and Scripture 
The Mirror Function for Self-revelation.  Exo. 38:8

The Water Function for Sanctification. 
Exo. 30:18-21
i. 
Its Measurements: ? 
30:18-20
- Read the Word of God....

· Not given. 
cf. Heb. 4:12 
A Powerful Agent – powerful 

· Made from women’s mirrors. 
Jas. 1:23-25
A Penetrating Agent - piercing

ii. 
Its Materials:  bronze, “mirrors” 
30:18

A Purifying Agent. Psa. 119:9

· It is a Mirror to Reveal - Its Mirrors 
38:8



· It Reveals Myself.  
Jas. 1:23-25

· It Reveals Himself. 
I Cor. 13:12

· ii. It is Water to Refine   -  Its Water    30:18, 19 


· For the priests to wash their hands, and feet before entering the Tabernacle 
to minister unto the Lord.  
Exo. 30:19


Clean hands to do His Work.

Clean feet to Walk in His Ways 

 
No unclean priest can minister on penalty of death.  
Exo. 30:18-20          
 
"...neither will accept an offering at your hand"  

 Cf.  Mal. 1:10   cf. 1:13.

b. 
The Position of the Laver.        The Christian and Sanctification. 
Exo. 40:6, 7, 29

- before the door. 


Cf. #II. B.1.a

Conclusion:

1.
The Altar
- Cleansing by Blood.

2..
The Laver 
- Cleansing by Water.   
Eph. 5:25, 26

a.
Altar and the Laver in the Court.  30:18-20
Salvation and Sanctification.
Eph. 5:25-27 

b.
Between the Tent and the Altar.
 30:18
Sanctification before Service.  Tit. 3:5, 8
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